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In this talk, I would like to explore some theoretical implications and empirical issues related to Match
Theory (Selkirk 2009, 2011). Match Theory reformulates some of the basic assumptions that have
been widely adopted in the literature on intonational phonology since the 80’s, and provides a new
perspective on how a prosodic structure is composed. Unlike its predecessors, namely, End-based Theory
(Selkirk 1986; Chen 1987; Selkirk and Tateishi 1991) and its extension based on McCarthy & Prince’s
(1993) Generalized Alignment (Truckenbrodt 1995; Selkirk 1996), Match Theory no longer expects any
syntax-prosody non-isomorphism—one of the main empirical arguments for the existence of prosodic
structure—from the syntax-prosody mapping (i.e., the set of Match constraints) itself, but only through
the interaction with other constraints, such as the prosodic wellformedness constraints that constitute
the Strict Layer Hypothesis (Layeredness, Headedness, Exhaustivity, and Nonrecursivity, Selkirk 1996).
This shift of perspective raises new theoretical and empirical questions.

I start the discussion by reviewing several theoretical predictions of Match Theory and pointing out
related empirical problems that are still not fully explored/understood. In this talk, I will focus on the
following two issues, both of which concern recursion of the prosodic structure, or the lack thereof.

1. The Root Clause Problem An interesting issue arises when a Match constraint interacts with
the constraints that constitute the essence of the Strict Layer Hypothesis (Selkirk 1996). Especially rele-
vant here is one of the constraints that have been considered to be universally inviolable, Layeredness.
I will illustrate this issue by comparing the prosodic realizations of syntactic clauses in German and
Japanese. The proposal by Selkirk (2011) does not seem to be satisfactory to explain the typological
difference between the two languages.

2. The Recursion-Blockage Problem When a Match constraint is outranked by a prosodic well-
formedness constraint that blocks recursion, the Match constraint may completely lose its ability to
trigger recursion, which sometimes causes empirical problems. I will illustrate this problem with a case
of interaction of MatchPhrase and Binarity constraints in Japanese.

After presenting the questions above, I will propose an analysis for the Root Clause Problem, and then
extend it to the Recursion-Blockage Problem. The gist of my proposal is that we need, in addition
to the general Match constraints (MatchWord/Phrase/Clause), a set of Match constraints that
apply exclusively to the “maximal domain” of each category (Match-Max). These constraints play
two crucial roles: 1) setting limitations to how far one prosodic category can project up and produce
prosodic recursion, and 2) allowing an additional recursion even when the general Match constraint loses
its ability to trigger recursion. I will illustrate how these two properties of Match-Max constraints solve
the Root Clause Problem and the Recursion-Blockage Problem, respectively.

The proposed extension of Match Theory is a restrictive one, in the sense that the newly added
versions of Match constraints specifically apply to the “maximal domains” of each of the syntactic and
prosodic categories. The idea that such an extension should always be restrictive may possiblely be
postulated as a hypothesize that specific versions of Match constraints must always refer to a specific
subcategory (e.g., maximal and minimal projections in the sense of Itô and Mester 2012). This way, the
extension can be kept minimal, avoiding arbitrary number of specific versions of Match constraints.


